Journal of Payavar at
Vol. 19, No. 1; Apr. 2025: 53-69 B - =

Analysis of Scientific Publications from Social Determinants of Health

Research Centers in Iran: A Scientometric Study

Meisam Dastani' (Ph.D.), Narjes Bahri? (Ph.D.), Mahdi Moshki** (Ph.D.)

1 Ph.D. in Knowledg and Informatiom Science, Social Determinants of Health Research Center, Gonabad University of Medical Sciences, Gonabad, Iran
2 Associate Professor, Department of Midwifery, Social Determinants of Health Research Center, School of Medicine, Gonabad University of Medical
Sciences, Gonabad, Iran

3 Professor, Department of Health Education and Health Promotion, Social Determinants of Health Research Center, School of Health, Gonabad University
of Medical Sciences, Gonabad, Iran

Abstract

Received: 28 Sep. 2024 Background and Aim: The Social Determinants of Health Research Centers in Iran utilize
existing capacities to conduct research aimed at identifying and implementing effective methods
to reduce social health inequalities. Therefore, this study analyzes the scientific publications of
these centers using Bibliomerix tools.
Materials and Methods: This descriptive study employs a bibliometric aimed to analyze
approach. The study population consisted of all scientific documents produced by the Social
Determinants of Health Research Centers in Iran, ind in the Scopus database up to the end of 2023.
Data analysis was conducted using the Bibliometrix package in the R programming language.
Results: The results revealed that Iranian Social Determinants of Health Research Centers have
produced 8,358 scientific publications. The publication trend began in 2010, peaking in 2022.
Original research articles (7,197 documents) constituted the majority of publications. The journals
Health Education and Health Promotion, Medical Journal of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and
Koomesh published the highest number of articles. Tehran University of Medical Sciences (1505
documents), Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences (1080 documents), and Tabriz
University of Medical Sciences (955 documents) were the leading institutions. Inter-institutional
collaborations highlighted the pivotal role of Tehran University. International collaborations were
primarily with United States, United Kingdom, and Australia. Key keywords included COVID-19,
quality of life, and prevalence. Research themes focused on mental health, women, obesity, and
diabetes, expanding in 2023-2024 toward primary healthcare and vulnerable populations.
Conclusion: The findings of this study indicate that research centers focusing on social
determinants of health in Iran have experienced a growing trend in scientific production and the
# Corresponding Author: expansion of their research domains. This progress is evident not only in the increasing number
Moshki M of scientific publications but also in the shift of research approaches from focusing on specific
Email: diseases to broader issues such as health policy, mental health, and social health inequalities.
profmah@gmu.ac.ir These findings may serve of this study can serve as a valuable guide for policymakers and

researchers in setting research priorities in the field of social determinants of health.
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