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Background and Aim: Quality of printed papers in 4 four medical journals
affiliated to one of the universities of medical sciences in Iran was assessed based
on methodological and statistical methods.

Materials and Metheds: In this cross sectional study conducted in 2010, out
of all articles published between the years 2002 to 2008 in one of the universities of
medical sciences for affiliated journals that were equal to 1568, a sample of 162
articles were selected with Multi-stage stratified sampling method . For data
collection, standard questionnaire was used to develop an information form. One
sample t-test and Kruskal-Wallis test were used to compare scores from different
parts of article.

Results: Cross sectional studies with 61.7% (100 papers) formed most of studies.
Median of authors and number of references for each article were 3 and 19,
respectively and 10% of articles had more than 35 references. Material and methods
with 3.53 points from 4 points (88.2%) earned the mighest score which was of high
quality and conclusion achieved the lowest score. Also p-value has been reported
correctly in 102 articles (81.6%). In 95 articles (58.6%) results were not compare
with the similar internal articles whereas only in 21 articles (13%) comparison was
not made with similar external researches.

Conclusion: The present study showed that the overall quality of the medical
articles is not desirable. Hence, employing experts in research methods and
statistics in various medical studies can improve the quality of articles in this branch
of science.
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